We Soviet people do not connect our plans for the future '
with the use of the atomic bomb. You should remember,
loo, that the General Assembly has already expressed itself
for the elimination of atomic weapons from national ar-
maments. Hence, there are no grounds for postponing the
adoption of the international convention the Soviet Union
has proposed, prohibiting the production and use of atomic
weapons. Only by adopting such a decision can we create
conditions that will conduce to the free and effective dis-
cussion of the questions involved in the establishment of
control over atomic energy in all countries.
Back in- the years that followed the fir si world war, the
peoples reached agreement to prohibit the military use of
asphyxiating gases, bacteriological means, and other inhu-
man means of warfare. All the more necessary is it today to
prohibit the military use of atomic bombs, and of all other
means of mass destruction of human beings, which in the
present instance imp-lies the  mass destruction of city resi-
dents and of peaceful citizens generally, the ruthless blow
falling chiefly on children and women, on the sick and the
aged. Those who fought the aggressors yesterday, and those
who are genuinely opposed to new aggression, must feel it
their sacred duty -to outlaw the use of atomic bombs and to
direct the newly-discovered atomic energy   exclusively to
peaceful uses. Only such application of atomic energy can be
recognized by humanity  as just. The honour and the con-
science of the freedom-loving peoples demand that the atomic
bomb be outlawed; for the United Nations can never un-
dertake responsibility for any plans to use atomic energy
for mass destruction of human 'beings,  or, in general, for
any application of atomic energy to the detriment of man-
kind.
I suppose that the debate among us on this question was
inevitable, in view of the novelty of the problem;  but in
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